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The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) enforces the Horse 
Protection Act (HP A) (15 U.S.C. § 1821 el s^.) and its implementing regulations. 
The HP A prohibits horses that are *‘sore’' from participating in auctions, exhibitions, 
sales, or shows, The HPA also prohibits the iranspoftation of horses that are “sore" to 
or from these events. Violations of the HPA jeopardize APHIS efforts to eliminate 
soring in horses. 


APHIS is issuing the enclosed APHIS Form 7060, •’Official Warning, Violation of 
Federal Regulations" to notify you of the [alleged] I IPA violations documented in 
case number TN 1 0 12 1 -AC. 


The HPA authorizes the imposition of civil penalties up to $2,200. This is to notify 
you that APHIS is hereby holding in abeyance the penalties Uiat it may impose in 
connection with the above-described violations, provided that you comply with 
applicable APHIS laws and regulations in the future. If you again violate APHIS 
laws and regulations. APHIS may, if warranted, seek criminal penalties or the 
assessment of the civil penalties held in abeyance [q to any penalties that 

may be warranted for any future violations. 

[f you have any questions concerning (his letter, you may contact our office at 
(301)734-8684. 
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The Department of Agriculture has evidence that on or about August 27. 2009, you or your orgaolEatian committed (he following 
violation of Federal law: 

August 27, 2009 



Eniered for the purpose of showing or exhibiting, ihc horse "Pusher's Smokin Joe," ai ilie 71st Annual Walking 
Horse National Celebration in Shclbyville, Tennessee, which was found sore. 

Ihe Horse Protection Act prohibits the following conduct: 

1 5 U.S.C. § 1 824(2) - Unlawful acts 

*The (A) showing or exhibiting, in any horse show or horse exhibition, of any horse which is sore, (B) entering for 
the purpose of showing or exhibiting in any horse show or horse exhibition, any horee which is sore, (C) selling, 
auctioning, or offering for sale Jn any horse sale or auction, any horse which is sore, and (D) allowing any activity 
described in clause (A), (B), or (C) respecting a horse which is sore by the owner of such horse.” 

9CFR§ 11.3 Scar rule. 

‘The scar rule applies to all horses bom on or after October 1 , 1975. Horses subject to this rule that do not meet 
the., .scar rule criteria shall be considered to be “sore” and arc subject to all prohibitions of. ..the Act.” 


Tilln ^ A 9 Code of Federal Kegulalions were praraulsaled lo belp preveot the spread of animal and plant pests and diseases and 
assure the humane treatment of animals. Since the violations or ibe regulations can have serious and cosll>’ impact detrimental to 
the public interest, you are warned of thb violalma. Any further violation of these regulations may result In the assessment of a 
civil penalty or criminal prosecution. If you have any questions eoneerning this warning or violation, please contact the listed 
APHIS official. 
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